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Rome Consensus
Europe Seminar held at
Villa Maraini in Rome,
13-15 December 2009

The Rome Consensus Europe Seminar:
Drug Prevention, Treatment and Harm
Reduction: Scaling-Up of Red Cross-Red
Crescent Best Practices was held in Rome
from the 13-15 December 2009, hosted by
Villa Maraini with the cooperation of the
Italian Red Cross, and supported by the
European Commission.

The opening of the Seminar at Villa Maraini

The Seminar aimed to enable Red Cross-
Red Crescent National Societies to share
their experiences in the three focus areas of
prevention targeting youth and other
vulnerable groups, treatment in prisons, and
preventing and responding to overdose.

Using concrete examples of best practices
identified during the sessions, a set of
reference documents will be subsequently
published and shared with all European
National Societies. The ultimate aim is to
disseminate these benchmarks to
encourage wider implementation within the
entire Red Cross-Red Crescent network.

A series of presentations and working
groups covered these focus areas during
the two days of the Seminar.

The Seminar was opened by the founder of
Villa Maraini and Co-chair of the Rome
Consensus Dr Massimo Barra, and
Extraordinary Commissioner of the ltalian
Red Cross Avv. Francesco Rocca. Dr Barra
and Avv. Rocca underlined the importance
of events such as the Seminar in making
concrete progress towards the
establishment of a humanitarian drug policy
within the Red Cross-Red Crescent
Movement.

Update on EU and UNODC-WHO Projects

In the first session of the Seminar, Jorrit
Kamminga from the Rome Consensus Co-
ordination Team gave participants an
update on the EU Drug Strategy, and a
recent initiative of the  European
Commission, the European Action on Drugs
(EAD).

Mr Jorrit Kamminga of the Rome
Consensus discusses the EU Drug Strategy

The EAD aims to raise awareness and
mobilise citizens about drugs within the
European Union.
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Mr Kamminga emphasised that the EAD
offers a platform for all EU stakeholders —
citizens, private and public organisations,
and NGOs — to commit to practical actions
on the European drug problem, such as
preventing drug abuse, which directly
contribute to the current EU Action Plan on
Drugs.

By committing themselves to action,
signatories can increase awareness of
drugs within Europe and contribute to the
sharing of best practices amongst other
organisations working on the topic. Mr
Kamminga noted that Villa Maraini and
ICOS made their commitments at the EAD’s
launch in Brussels in 2009, and suggested
that all participants might consider
committing, as individuals or as
representatives of their National Societies.

Ms Elizabeth Saenz, Drug Dependence
Treatment Expert from the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), gave
an overview of the UNODC-WHO’s Joint
Programme on Drug Dependence
Treatment and Care. The vision of the Joint
Programme is that treatment and care for
drug dependence should be “Nothing less
than for any other disease.” Participants
were then provided with an outline of the
work of the IFRC’s Europe Zone office, by
Health Representative Ms Sonja Tanevska.

Ms Elizabeth Saenz presents on UNODC-
WHO’s Joint Programme on Drug
Dependence Treatment and Care

Drug Treatment in Prisons

Mr Christopher Lamb, IFRC’s Special
Adviser for International Relations and the
chair of the session on treatment in prisons,
discussed the need for creativity in the Red
Cross-Red Crescent Movement’s work to
raise awareness and encourage change,
based on the principles of humanitarian
diplomacy.

Following this, Mr Pablo Villarino Torrado
highlighted the Spanish Red Cross’s work
with drug dependency in the unique
environment of prison facilities. He noted
that prison reinforces the identity of being
drug-dependent, and helps to reinforce a
divide between “us” — the prisoners — and

“them” — the irison staff. Deﬁendence on
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